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We have made it at last - the first issue for 1990, 
This month, particular thanks go to: 


L E S Amon Dunedin 
Colin Scarf Wellington 
Chris Stone 


I have also taken the opportunity to repeat a few short 
programs that have appeared before - I Know that newcomers 
can find quick satisfaction from such programs. This, in 
itself, speeds up the learning process. 


More original short programs would be appreciated. What 
is a short program? Such programs and the accompanying 
comments generally fill a page or less in Beeblet and 
usually do but a single job. Share the short programs you 
have written via the pages of Beeblet. 


It is a time of change, and the editorship of this 
magazine is no exception. Colin Scarf will be taking over 
the editorship from the next issue. 


Although there should be a continuing place for the BBC 
Model B, Electron and Master PCs for a year or two. yet, 
the future is clearly with the Archimedes. Colin will be 
introducing the Archimedes to the production of Beeblet 
from the next issue (see Colin’s review on page 12). 


I ask that you actively welcome Colin to the editorship in 
the way he would appreciate most - with programs, reviews, 
etc., for the full range of BBC/Acorn computers. 


Looking back, I see the first issue I edited was in late 
1986 - since then I’ve edited about 30 issues; all on ay 
humble Beeb using INTERWORD, and supported by a Logitec 
FT-5002 printer. The main support, though, were the 
contributors; to them all: my thanks. 


But now I must sign off for the last time: 


Happy computing 
Grahaa Ellett 
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CROSSWORD 
fecd@titoriait Comme nt 


L.E.S. Amon put an enormous amount of effort in compiling 
his Crossword program that starts on the next page. This 
effort takes on even greater proportions when you consider 
the implications of paragraph 2 of his explanatory 
article. 


I had to use a sector editor to cut the file into parts to 
load into my humble model B; even in its draft form, the 
article and program ran to over 15 pages. Since I’m sure 
that readers would prefer to obtain a copy of the program 
than go to all the effort of typing it in Cwith the 
consequent, and inevitable, debugging), it is proposed not 
to publish the program itself, but make it available by 
mail. 


So, if you would like a copy of the program, send a 
formatted disc Ceither DFS or ADFS) with a self addressed, 
Stamped label to: 


L.E.S. Amon’s Xword Program 
BBC/Acorn User Group (NZ) Inc 
PO Box 95392 

WELLINGTON. 


For the reader interested in crosswords, this approach has 
added advantages. On the disc supplied by Llew, are some 
interesting additional files with names like RWHI - avid 
followers of Ruth Hendry will appreciate the effort made 
if all files are supplied by return mail. 


Normally, I like to check programs’ supplied be fore 
publication - but, since I only have a Model B, I haven’t 


been able to check this program. Llew has made been one 
of the most prolific contributors to Beeblet, and I 
haven’t had trouble with his prograras in the past. I 


don’t think I’m taking any risk. 


So turn to the next page for Llew’s article ... >>> 
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CROSSWORD 
by L. E. S. Amon, Dunedin. 


The program which follows allows me to put up crossword 
puzzle patterns on the screen, automatically number’ then, 
and then enter the solutions from the Keyboard. The 
patterns or partial solutions may be stored on disk, 
reloaded for further work or, with an appropriate screen 
dump program, printed out. (WARNING: The black squares do 
have an aging effect on printer ribbons). 


Perhaps you are wondering why I have gone to so much 
trouble to use the computer to do something so easily 
accomplished with pencil and paper. I happen to be 
disabled and can no longer hold a pen, so it is keyboard 
and screen or not at all for me. Although not written for 
that purpose, those that set crossword puzzles may find 
some use for the progran. 


RESTRICTION: The program was written on and for a Master 
{28 and makes use of some features not present on a Model 
B, even with an Advanced Graphics ROM. It uses a MODE 0 
or MODE 128 screen. No longer having access to a Model B, 
I had no way of testing the compatibility of a 
“compatible” version, although I have no reason to believe 
that one could not be written. As the mathematics books 
say, this problem is left as an exercise for the reader. 


Sorry. 


As usual with my programs, it is no model of programming 
style Calthough I suppose it may have potential utility as 
a bad example), but some areas have grown some REMarks 
where I found myself wondering why I had written something 
in a particular way a few days earlier. If the originator 
needs reminding, it is a safe bet that others will 
appreciate a bit of help. 


The opening remarks give the bit-maps of the characters 
used in the top-left corner of the grid; the +-signs mark 
points that can be tested to detect filled in squares, or 
used as points of origin for flood-fills. 
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There is a procedures index starting at Line 500. The 
“reason” for the gap between lines 800 and 5000 is a late 
decision to place the procedures in a more “logical” 
order. 


If the on-screen prompts are insufficient instructions for 
the use of the program, then I have failed to achieve one 
of my objectives. The following outline should he 
sufficient to get you started. 


My function Key definitions were those used in the 
development phase, but may be of some value to other 
users, so have been left in. Naturally, they only apply 
after the program has been LOADed and RUN for the first 
time from the Keyboard. While the BASIC prompt is on the 
screen they have the following effects: 


£0 Gives a screen duap on the printer. 

f | Resets the text screen to cover the entire. 
screen and clears it. 

£8 Issues a VDUI4 and LISTs the entire progran. 

£9 RUNs the progran. 


On RUNning the program, the following message should 
appear at the top of a clear screen: 


SIZE (€13)3; 0 to read from disc? 


As with all other input to the program, pressing the 
RETURN Key alone will have the same effect as first 
pressing the characters between the square brackets. If 
the option is Y or N, the action will proceed without the 
press of the RETURN Key Cwhich will have the unfortunate 
effect of answering the next question), but if more than a 
single character answer is expected or possible, the 
RETURN Key will be required to signal that input is 
complete. 


For the moment, assume that RETURN alone is pressed. A 
13x13 grid will appear with the Ceven;even) squares 
blocked out. 


The following message should then appear at the upper 
right of the screen: 


Title(Z_Z1? 
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If you reply with the RETURN Key, a file called ZZ may 
eventually be created, so if you have already thought of a 
better name, type it in; but you will get another 
opportunity. Spaces are permitted here, and will be 
replaced by | (underscore characters) in any filenames. 
Some processing will ensure that the filename used 
conforms with ADFS rules, but users of other filing 
systems will have to modify the code at lines 7500 to 7600 
if they want the program to Keep them out of trouble. 


Having successfully got this far you will be asked: 
Coordinates of squares to invert symmetrically (X;Y) 


Note the use of the semicolon rather than comma ta 
separate the parameters. The coordinate system is a 
lefthand one, starting from square (1;1) at the top left, 
(1313) at the bottom left, €13;1) at the top right, etc. 
Keep on answering this question until all symmetric 
changes have been done. Then answer with a RETURN and 
get: 


End of symmetric inversion, CY or N)(N1]? 
A Y answer will take you to: 


Coordinates of squares to invert 
individually ¢(X3Y) 


As most puzzle setters opt for a high degree of symmetry, 
no further changes are usually required. But, if they 
are, proceed as before. When finished, answer with a 
RETURN and get: 


End of individual inversion, CY or N)UNI1]? 


A Y answer will result in the pattern being numbered in 
the usual way. When this is finished, the title chosen 
and a blank list, (i.e. with dots instead of letters), of 
Across and Down solutions will appear to the right of the 
pattern. If this requires more lines than are available 
on the screen, you will have to press the SHIFT Key to see 
the remainder of the List. Now the following prompt 
should appear below the pattern: 


Enter <«Number><A or D><Returnd ? 
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Answer 14A for 14 Across. GLeading, embedded or trailing, 
spaces will be stripped out by the program and it will 
attempt to make sense of what remains. If it succeeds, it 
will show what was last typed in for this item, say: 


14. €13) ESTABLISHMENT 


or: 
14. €13) aes ee @ @ wo eo eo MH OO 


if nothing has yet been 
entered. In its present state, crossing words’ letters 
will not be shown, and it does not check for consistency. 
The last input dominates, although on saving and reloading 


from a file the down solution will dominate. Partial 
solutions will be accepted, with unknown imbedded or 
leading letters replaced by dots (full stops). Exceeding 


the required length should bring up an error message. 


When you have had enough, reply with a RETURN to the Enter 
prompt and get: 


Exit?¢<Yoor<«N>)(N] 


to which you reply with Y to confirm 
that you have finished. Now you get one last chance toa 
change the title: 


New name (2Z_2Z)? 


Although any name you type will be 
used as the basis of the filename, embedded blanks are 
permitted here; they will be replaced with underscores(_) 
in the filename. If the name is too long, various’ steps 
will be taken to make it fit, but if it duplicates the 
name of a locked or read-only file you should be given 
another chance. 


Finally, you are given the option of a paper copy: 
SCREEN DUMP?C(<YDor<NO(N] 


Because of differing hardware, appropriate screen dumps 
are beyond the scope of this article. As written, the 
program assumes a machine code screen duap with entry 
point at &900, and the code lying between &900 and &9FF. 
If you already have a favourite screen dump program, you 
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can modify the code following Line 8000 to call it. 
Now, remember at the beginning we were asked: 


SIZE (1373 O to read from disc? 
If we had replied with a O, the sequence of events would 
have been a little different. The next question would 
have been: 


Filenane? 


And the appropriate reply would be a string conforming to 


the naming rules of the filing system in use. All hell 
will break loose if the file in question is not of the 
same format as one previously saved by the program. If 


the appropriate bits are found, an unnumbered crossword 
pattern will appear on the screen with the following 
message on the upper right: : 


Modify this pattern?¢<Ydor<N>)(N]) 


If you answer Y, you will find yourself answering 
questions already addressed above; otherwise the pattern 
will be numbered and solutions on file filled in. CAs an 
aside, this is a quick way to enter patterns that have 
been used hefore, or slight modifications of them. RWH 
noted on a recent radio interview that she found certain 
basic patterns particularly productive, and other puzzle- 
setters doubtless have their own favourites). You will 
then be told the existing title and given the opportunity 
to change it. E.g.: 


New title (2.21? 


If the old title is to be retained, a RETURN will achieve 
this; otherwise reply with a new title. From here on the 
behaviour should be as given above. 


You may notice, and even be annoyed by, the number of 
times you are given the opportunity to change the title 
(and thus the filename). Probably, only the one before 
saving to disk is strictly necessary, but I prefer too 
many to too few, and I prefer to be able to enter the new 
title as soon as I have decided on it. 


The copy for the Group Library will include blank’s for 
some of RWH’s favourite patterns, and some suitable 
“Epson-compatible" screen dump programs. 


RE A er A Ere rapier i eich esas 
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Acorn News 


© Tr Tr OVER 


Acorn Computers is about to enter the New Zealand market 
directly. On 4 May Acorn made a formal bid for Barson 
Computers, Australasia, Ltd C¢BCAL). BCAL owns most of 
Barson Computers, New Zealand, Ltd. 


Acorn’s Managing Director, Sam Wauchope, visited New 
zealand recently to assess the benefit of Acorn 
establishing its own operation. Commenting on the aoves 
he said: “The time is right and the market is right for us 
to establish a direct presence and we see this as a way of 
gaining the growth we are looking for from this very 
exciting market." 


“Acorn saw the opportunity to expand into New Zealand some 
time ago. Acquisition of Barson’s would allow us to 
capitalise on the good work that it has done since 1983 in 
bullding up a distribution infrastructure and excellent 
Gealer network. Our concentration will then be very much 
on the needs of our customers and end users." 


“We’re also kKeen to market the expertise of the many 
independent software and peripheral developers in New 
Zealand, Australia and the UK to a larger customer base 
and to facilitate a multi-way flow of information and 
business between users in many countries,” said Wauchope. 


This is geod news for BBC/Acorn users as many have felt 
neglected since the initial rush of enthusiasm when 
Whitcoulls and a number of independent dealers stocked BBC 
hardware and software. A few dealers have survived from 
that perlod but most effort in recent years seems to have 
been targeted directly at the educational market in a 
manner which is invisible to many BBC computer users. 


New dealers, such as Dr Fung’s Computer Centre in 
Wellington, have begun to fill the gaps and it is hoped 
that support from Acorn will improve the situation still 
further, 
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- Software Review - 


BISMARCK BC Sort 
by Chris Stone 


BBC Soft’s game “Bismarck”, by Barry Joyce, published in 
1987, presents BBC micro owners with the ability to 
recreate the events surrounding the breakout, pursuit and 
sinking of the German battleship Bismarck during the 
Second World War. An alternative scenario is also 
included which speculates on what might have happened had 
Bismarck reached Brest without suffering major damage, and 
then sortied into the Atlantic again with the 
battlecruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. 


"Bismarck" makes excellent use of the four colours 
available in Mode 5, to display a map of the North Sea and 
North Atlantic covering an area of nearly two million 
square miles. Two copies of this map are included with 
the game, as well as an informative, if at times slightly 
inaccurate, 48 page rulebook. 


The game can be played by one or two players. In the one 
player version the computer controls the Bismarck, the 
cruiser Prinz Eugen, three U-boat groups and three tankers 
for refueling the German ships at sea, while the British 
player has direct control of slx battleships, two aircraft 
carriers, as well as cruisers and destroyer flotillas of 
the Royal Navy. The British are supported by eight air 
units representing the search and strike aircraft of the 
Royal Air Force’s Coastal Command. The British player 
also has control over five convoys, three bound for 
England, one returning to America, and one carrying vital 
supplies to North Africa. 


The objective for the British player is to make sure that 
all convoys safely reach their destinations, while at the 
same time searching for and hopefully destroying the 
Bismarck. In the two player game the objective for the 
German player is to inflict maximum Gamage to the British 
convoys while ensuring that Bismarck reaches the French 
port of Brest. 
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Five levels of difficulty are included in the one piayer 
game. At the lowest level, a track of Bismarck’s course 
is shown, while at higher difficulty levels less 
information 1s presented, thereby recreating the “Fog of 
War" where the British have to make decisions based on 
limited information about the location and intended course 
of the German warships. 


The alternative scenario stretches the already limited 
British capacity to the limit, as four convoys, including 
a fast convoy containing the Queen Mary, move towards 
England, while Bismarck, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau attempt 
to seek them out. 


Games will take between two and six hours to complete. 
Play does nat have to be continuous as the game _ is 
automatically saved each turn, thereby allowing saved 
games to be resumed at a later time. 


For people who are interested in strategy gaming or 
military history, “Bismarck"™ comes highly recommended. 





More Acorn News 
PRIicCc REDUCT NS 
Prices for the 400 series have recently been reduced. New 
prices Cincluding GST) are: 
410/1 - $4938.75 
420/1 - $6401.25, and 
440/1 - $9438.75. 


The price of the Master 128 has also been reduced to 
$1794.00. (These prices do not include monitors.) 


“LEASE TO OWN" SCHEME 


Barson’s have announced a "lease to own scheme for 
educational and business users. Details are available 
from Barsons or your local dealer. 
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Archimedes 
— Sori ware Review -— 


ITLMPRESSION 
By Colin Scarf, Wellington 


IMPRESSION is a document processor from Computer Concepts 
for use on RISC OS systems. The expression “document 
processor” is to differentiate it from word processors and 
desk top publishers. Some desk top publishing programs 
simply allow you to lay out text Cand graphics) imported 
from other programs. Text must be prepared and edited on 
a word processor. IMPRESSION allows you to do both jobs. 


IMPRESSION is frame based. Text and graphics are typed or 
loaded itnto frames which can be placed anywhere on the 
pages. A frame may contain text or graphics but not both. 
However text and graphics frames can be overlaid. 


IMPRESSION is also based on many of the concepts used in 
printing a book. Documents may be divided into chapters. 
Each chapter is based on a Master Page. 


A basic library of master pages is supplied with the 


program and it is possible to create your. own. Each 
master page contains one or more frames into which text or 
graphics can be entered. Altering the master page 


automatically alters all pages based on that master page. 
Local frames can be added to pages. 


A major feature of IMPRESSION is the Style function. The 
default style for text is called “BaseStyle” and other 
Predefined styles for headings, subheadings, bold and 
italic type, etc., are supplied. The style specifies the 
font type and size and also allows for specification of 
margins, justification and a number of other features. 
Styles can be applied to any area of text and can be 
overlaid. The style editor allows the characteristics of 
hl are be altered or new styles to be named and 
efined. 


IMPRESSION can be used to create a wide range of 
documents. While it is just the thing if you have ideas 
of producing a best seller, it is also possible to produce 
leaflets and pamphlets. 
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A useful facility is its ability to print a multipage 
folded pamphlet in several variations. The program will 
print the pages in the correct order and tell you when to 
reinsert the paper for double sided printing. 


I have also used it to produce cassette labels since one 
can print the frame borders (an option with a selection of 
border styles) to provide a cutting guide. Incidentally 
frames are laid out using the mouse but it is then 
possible to edit the frame specification to give precise 
location and size. 


To take advantage of the outline font capabilities, 
IMPRESSION primarily relies on printing in graphics mode. 
Some utilities are provided for draft output in text mode 
only. Unfortunately I was unable to use any of these 
successfully due to not having a printer which was fully 
compatible with the Epson commands. 


A laser printer with Epson emulation worked OK on the 
first page of a letter but faltered on the first line of 
the next page. However a laser printer produces .good and 
fast output in graphics mode, making adraft text mode 
unnecessary. 


The printer’s memory size limited resolution to 150 dpi 
for a full A4@ page, a limitation to be aware of when 
purchasing a laser printer for graphics output. (Most 
current models can have extra memory added - at additional 
cost to the published price). Output can be scaled to fit 
the paper and it is possible to print 2 side by side A5 
pages on A4 paper amongst other variations. 


IMPRESSION comes on four 3.5 inch disks with a manual of 
more than 250 pages (which is itself an example of the 
program’s capability) and a useful book which explains the 
basics of desk top publishing. 


One disk contains the main programs and the printer 
Grivers. These are the Acorn printer drivers. As well as 
upgraded Postscript and Dotmatrix drivers, Laserjet and 
Integrex (Colour) drivers are included. (These are 
avatlable separately with updated RISCOS utilities 
recently released by Acorn.) 


Another disk contains 13 Acorn outline fonts. 
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These two disks contain’ the software necessary to run 
IMPRESSION. For floppy disk systems, the simplest way is 
to make a backup copy of the first disk and then delete 
unwanted printer drivers. The SYSTEM files from the RISC 
OS utilities disk (supplied with your machine) can then be 
copied to the disk. This is required when installing 
IMPRESSION. The Font files should be copied to each 
working disk Cie., the disk on which you also wish to 
store your files). 


The other disks contain some utility programs, example 
documents and ae selection of Draw files and scanned 
images. 


The programs are not copy protected so it is easy to make 
backup disks or set up the program on your hard disk. 


Protection takes the form of a hardware Key or “dongle” 
which has to be plugged in series with the parallel 
printer output. If it is not detected, a warning appears 
when you attempt to start the programme. The warning also 
appears if the hardware Key is removed while the progran 
is operating and the program then stops. This system of 
protection does not seem completely bug free. The warning 
appeared several times when I was loading the programs 
while the key was securely screwed in place. However a 
repeat attempt was successful in all cases. 


The range of facilities offered by IMPRESSION could take 
all of Beeblet to describe. 


- A spelling checker, hyphenation, Kerning, automatic index 
and contents creation, Roman and Arabic page numbering 
are all available. 

- Measurements can be specified in most common units to 
great precision. 

- Up to 16 documents may be in action at one time. Scaled 


al allow you to see how the whole finished page will 
ook. 


Those who wish to find out more and get some other opinions 
are referred to reviews in the December issue of A&B 
Computing, the January issue of Micro User and the May 
issue of BBC Acorn User. 


I plan to produce the next issue of Beeblet using 


IMPRESSION and that will allow some of its capabilities to 
be demonstrated. 
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IMPRESSION was easy to get to Know - once I got used to 
clicking to select the frame. 


IMPRESSION is controlled through a series of menus and 
dialogue boxes and some features are not avatlable until a 
frame has been selected. 


I found it slow going when trying the tutorial to produce a 
single page newsletter. Moving round the page or calling 
up menus resulted in a lot of disk operations to reload 
fonts. This was overcome when I! reread the hints 
concerning the creation of a font cache. This allowed the 
scaled fonts to be stored in RAM thus requiring disk access 
only for initial use of each style. 


Wordwise and Interword users will find a few familiar 
shortcut Key sequences are retained in IMPRESSION. 


A significant feature of IMPRESSION for A3000 users is that 
it can work with reasonable sized documents on ae 1MB 
machine. Upgraded memory will give more flexibility and 
allow other programs such as DRAW to be loaded but is not 
essential to take advantage of the full features of the . 
program. 


My copy of IMPRESSION came from Dr Fung’s Computer Centre 
in Wellington and is also available from other dealers. 
The New Zealand price is $499 plus GST. 





More Acorn News 


ARCH Vex 


Those interested in scientific publishing may be aware of 
TeX (pronounced tech) which is a system which was 
developed by Donald Knuth for publishing mathematical 
texts. It can produce all the special characters and set 
out formulae so that they are correctly printed. 
Originally developed on a mainframe versions have been 
available for the IBM PC. Now a firm called Toobs, in 
Germany, have implemented TeX and Metafont for _ the 
Archimedes. 
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BBC/ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP NZ CINC) 


MINUTES OF THE 


ANNUOUAL GENERAL MEETING 


held at 7.30 pm on the 20th March 1990 in the Royal 
Society Rooms, Turnbull St, Wellington. 


APOLOGIES 


None. 


MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM 
Having been published in the May 1989 “Beeblet’, it was 
moved by Graham Ellett and seconded by Alex Carr that they 
be taken as read. 

CARRIED 
It was moved by John Andrew and seconded by Colin Scarf 
that "The minutes were a true and accurate record of the 
meeting”. 

CARRIED 
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 


None. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

Inward Correspondence: 

Letters from Bryan Scrivener and Llew Amon re notice of 
motion. 

Outward Correspondence: 

Letter to Registrar of Incorporated Societies enclosing 


minutes of 1989 AGM and Statement of Accounts. 


It was moved by Colin Scarf and seconded by Graham Ellett 
that the correspondence be approved. 


CARRIED 
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MATTERS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE 


Covered under notice of motion re subscriptions. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The President read out his report which was circulated at 
the meeting. 

LOCAL GROUP REPORTS 


No reports had been received. 


EDITOR’S REPORT 


The President read out Graham Ellett’s report which had 
also been circulated. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
The Treasurer presented the audited accounts which had 


been circulated at the meeting. 


It was moved by Patrick Cain and seconded by Bernie Kay 
that the President’s, Editor’s and Financial Reports he 
accepted” 


CARRIED 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Position Nominee Moved Seconded 
PRESIDENT John Andrew Bernie Kay Alex Carr 
SECRETARY no nomination 
TREASURER no nomination 
CONVENOR John Andrew Bernie Kay Alex Carr 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Nominee Moved Seconded 

Colin Scarf John Andrew Graham Ellett 

Alex Carr Bernie Kay Colin Scarf 
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It was moved by Graham Ellett and seconded by John Andrew 
that nominations be closed. 
CARRIE 


There being insufficient nominations to fill the positions 
available the President declared those nominated to be 
elected. The Committee would need to coopt further members 
to fill the vacancies and the existing officers would 
continue to act as Secretary and Treasurer until this was 
done. 


ELECTION OF AUDITOR 
It was moved by John Andrew and seconded by Bernie Kay 


that Anne Flower be elected auditor at an honorarium of 
$150. 


CARRIED 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1990/91 


It was moved by John Andrew and seconded by Bernie Kay 
that the subscription for 1989/91 (two years) be $20. 


The motion had been circulated, with comment, with the 
notice of meeting. Bryan Scrivener (Dunedin) had written 
to support the motion. 


The motion was CARRIED 


GENERAL BUSINESS 


Graham Ellett presented comments from Llew Amon (Dunedin) 


concerning the future of Beeblet. ULllew considered that 
the Group should Widen its scope to cover MSDOS 
applications in the hobby and educational fields - noting 


that there was plenty of coverage in the business field. 
Graham Ellett supported these comments. 


David Fung considered there was still considerable life in 
the BBC computers and there was not a great need to widen 
the scope. He suggested that Beeblet should change’ the 
emphasis from publishing programmes to publishing reviews 
of available software. 


He offered to provide software at cost where an 
undertaking is given to review it. 
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Ralph Hill dtsagreed with the need to move towards MSDOS 
as there was an increasing interest in RISC applications. 
He was involved in this commercially and offered to 
provide information. 


Several other members supported the tenor of these 


remarks. The President thanked members for their comments 
which were noted by the committee. 


The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 


More Acorn News 
NEW SOFTWARE FOR ARCHIMEDES 
Recent arrivals at Dr Fung’s in Wellington include the 


following. Other dealers will also have these. 


MULTISTORE - a successor to the System Delta database from 
Minerva. This makes full use of the RISC OS system and is 


reported to be excellent. $829 + GST. 
IMPRESSION - Computer Concepts entry in the Desktop 
publishing stake for the Archimedes (see review). 

$499 + GST. 
GENESIS ~ Saftware Solutions’ Archimedes version of 


Apple’s famous HYPERCARD for the Macintosh. A database of 
linked pages containing text, graphics, animated sequences 
or music. $299 + GST. 


For games enthusiasts there are the HYPERPACK of 12 games 
at $289 + GST or the MINIPACK of 3 games at $99 + GST. 


Amongst recent releases from Dabs Press is the book 
Archimedes First Steps. This helps to explain some things 
not adequately covered by the manual. It is proving 


popular - Dr Fung has sold out of his first shipment. 
Price $40 + GST. 
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PRESIDENT”? S REPORT 


Jonn Andrew, President. 


Once again I can report that the financial position of the 
National User Group remains strong. The committee has 
willingly carried out their responsibilities and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank them for the time 
and effort put in on your behalf. 


Again, last year, we continued with the low subscription 
rate set a number of years ago. The Notice of Motion put 
to the meeting means that the committee is recommending a 
discount for the coming year for current financial 
members. Unfortunately, this situation is not due to 
efficiency gains that the committee can claim to achieved. 
Material for publication in the magazine just was not 
forthcoming and the committee was unable to see worthwhile 
investment in a regular publication of the magazine. 


All the necessary central resources are at hand to produce 
a fine magazine for the membership and a clearing house 
for user’s problens. It is both puzzling and 
disappointing to report once again that there is 
insufficient material coming to hand to produce a monthly 
magazine of substance for the users of a wide range of 
Acorn based products. Surely there is a challenge for 
someone to come forward and fire a shot of life into the 
Usergroup and provide a service with the resources that 
are available. 


The questionnaire put out to members some time ago 
indicated a continuation of the Group was favoured but 
only a few indicated an intention to provide material for 
the magazine and assist generally. 


John Andrew 
President 
20 March 1990 
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WAVES CRASHING 


Anne Flower, Wellington 


Experimenting with the amplitude parameters of the 
Envelope statement, I inadvertently started using channel 
O (the noise channel) instead of one of the tune channels 
for testing different pitches. So I was surprised when I 
got not notes, but static-like sounds with certain 
pitches. The difference between the two envelopes used is 
that the first does not have any decay, whereas the second 
has. The two sets of SOUND statements are identical - the 
alteration of one parameter only iin the Envelope is 
responsible for the difference. 


10 REM shows the effects of the ALD parameter in an 
ENVe lope 

20 PRINT"Waterless waves crashing” 

30 ENVELOPEI,6,0,0,0,1,0,0,30,-4,0,-4,126,0 

40 SOUNDO,1,20,50:SOUNDO,1,30,60:SOUNDO,1,30, 40: 
SOUNDO,1,20,80 

50 wait=INKEYC 1000) 

60 PRINT"“Watery waves" 

70 ENVELOPE!,6,0,0,0,1,0,0,30,-4,0,-4,126, 100 

80 SOUNDO,1,20,50:SOUNDO,1,30,60:SOUNDO, 1,30, 40: 
SOUNDO,1,20,80 

90 END 
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BBC/ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP _ NZ Cine) 





INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 


FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1988 














INCOME 
1988 1989 1989 
§ $ $ 
2971 Subscription 2526 
853 Interest 634 
Transfers 60 
3824 3220 
EXPENDITURE 
3843 Printer 2702 
715 Postage 508 
1300 Editorial 900 
276 Administration 239 
399 Depreciation 6 |i 
400 Accounting and audit fees 400 
34 Loss on Sale Equipment Diva 0 
6987 4818 
-3163 Surplus income over expenses -1590 


Auditor’s Statement: 





T have examined the financial records of the BBC/Acorn 
Computer User Group for the year ending 3lst December 
1989. I have received all information and explanations 
that I have required. According to these records, the 
above Income and Expenditure Account and the following 
Balance Sheet show a true and fair view of the financial 
operations of the Group for the year ending 31st December 
1989. 

Signed: A Flower, Hon Auditor 
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BBC/ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP NZ ¢Inc) 


BALANCE SHEET 


AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1988 








31.12.88 31.12.89 
$ § =f 
Members Funds 
7683 Accumulated funds at 3ist Dec 7011 
2491 Prior year adjustment 0 
10174 7OL1 
-~3163 Less loss for year -~1590 
7011 ACCUMULATED FUNDS AT 31st DEC 5421 
Represented by: 
$ § $ § 
Cash Assets 
2255 Cash at bank 686 
5017 Investment, at call 5017 
100 Postage Float 100 
Cash in Hand 60 
Equipment Acct 56 
5919 
Fixed Assets 
158 Paper Trimmer 119 
88 2 Modems 66 
20 Interword 20 
20 Viewstore 29 
225 
7658 TOTAL ASSETS 6144 
Less: 
Current Liahilities 
647 Accounts payable 723 
723 
7011 NET WORKING CAPITAL 5421 
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EDITORIAL REPORT 


BREBiIE TT ji93sseo 


Below is a summary of the issues of Beeblet published last 
year. Six issues, totalling 148 pages were published, 
compared with 260 pages Ceight issues) the previous year. 


On the readers’ behalf, I would like to thank the 13 
authors who contributed to the six issues. Particular 
thanks must go to John Andrew, who had a total of 15 
contributions published during the year. The prize for 
the widest range of topics covered must clearly go to Llew 
Amon, Dunedin, who covered from video tape monitors to 
Rubik Cube via VIEWs on a number of subjects. In fact, 
one issue was published using contributions from these two 
authors only. 


One cannot but feel there is a black hole just north of 
the Bombay Hills! 


PRINT QUALITY 


We changed printers during the year and the quality has 
been raised as a result. Not only is the finished product 
improved, but also the turn around from receipt of masters 
to finished publication (ready for mailing) is often about 
four hours. Thank you, Securacopy Services Ltd. 


ADVERTISING 


Advertising, even for commercial enterprises, is carried 
free of charge as a service to readers, It is hoped that 
readers support those who advertise with us. Special 
thanks must go to Winsley and Hall who paid for the 
postage of the December issue and included their latest 
advertising on the Archimedes. 


FUTURE 


Restructure to survive is the current catch-cry. With the 
introduction of the Archimedes, amateur computer users’ 
requirements are changing. It is clear that the NUG needs 


to reconsider the direction that should be taken in 
future. 
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I had hoped that the education sector would grab the 
opportunity offered them - but this has not happened. The 
new committee will have to look at other directions, 
possibly even consider covering more than BBC/Acorn 
Computer Users’ needs. 


Graham Ellett 
Editor 
Beeblet 
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Issues of Beeblet during 1989 (Volume 7): 


l February 24 pages 
2 March 28 pages 
April no issue 
3 May 28 pages 
June no issue 
July no issue 
4 August 24 pages 
September no issue 
5 October 20 pages 
November no issue. 
6 December 24 pages 
TOTAL 148 pages 
Authors | Issues 
1 Llew Amon DN 15259495 
Zz John Andrew NUGC 1,2,3,4,5,6 
3 Paul Collins CB 3 
4 Jane Cunningham TG 4 
5 Anne Flower WN 1,2 
6 Ivan Gardner WN 4 
7 Roger Gonin DN 1,6 
8 Neil Gordon WN 3 
g SG Hurst TG 2 
10 Richard Jack NN 4 
1] Don MacDonald WN 4,6 
12 Steven Rose WN 2,3 
13 Snarky WN 2 


There have been no issues so far during 1390. 
ioe pie aN 
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PATTERN 


by Peter Cheyne, Kaikoura 


PATTERN is a totally trivial programme that creates some 
quite startling patterns simply by drawing a square 
(perhaps modified in some way) and then rotates it. The 
original square may be modified by removing or changing 
the direction on any of the sides. 


Two questions for the more mathematically minded: How 
many different patterns are possible? 


And, how long could one spend gazing at the screen? 


10 REM PATTERN by Peter Cheyne 

20 MODE! 

30 VDU19,0,7,0,0,0:VBDU1I9,3,0,0,0,0:VDU19,2,4,0,0,0 
40 VDU 29,640;512; 

50 R=200 

60 REPEAT 

70 Ri=SGNCRND(9)-5);:R2=SGNCRND(9)-5) 
80 R3=SGNCRND(9)-5):R4=SGNCRND(9)-5) 
S90 R5=SGNCRND(9)-5):R6=SGNCRND(9)-5) 
100 R7=SGNCRND(9)-5):R8=SGNCRND(C9)-5) 
110 Ci=RND(4)-1:C2=RNDC4)-1 

120 C3=RND(4)-1:C4=RNDC4)-1 

130 CLS 

140 FOR ANG=0 TO PI*2 STEP PI/72 

150 MOVE 0,0 

160 X1=RxCOS(C ANG) *R7: YL=R*ASINCANG) xR8 
170 GCOLI,C1:DRAW X1,YI 

180 X2=K1-Y1L*ARL: Y2=Y1+X1x«R2 

190 GCOL1,C2:DRAWK2,Y2 
200 X3=X2-X14R3: Y3=Y2-Y1x*R4 
210 GCOLI,C3:DRAW X3,Y3 
220 X4=X3+Y1*R5: Y4=Y3-K1*xRGE 
230 GCOL1,C4:DRAW X4,Y4 
240 NEXT ANG 
250 FOR N=1 TO 4000:NEXT 
260 UNTIL FALSE 
270 END 
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COLOUR BARS 
By F J Andrew, Wellington 


The short program below will generate a series of vertical 
colour bars as used by Television Technicians to check the 
colour purity. Remark statements are added to explain what 
is happening. The information is “Poked” directly into 
main RAM which means the program will not work in shadow 
RAM. As mode 7 is used it will not work on ELECTRONS. 


10 REM Simple Colour Bar Demonstration 

20 REM SAVE"“COLOBAR“ 

30 REM F J Andrew 7 June 1987 

40 MODE 7 

50 PRINT” WHIT CYAN MAGE BLUE YELL GREE RED BLAC* 

60 FOR X%=&7C28 TO &8000 STEP 40: REM 40 Characters per 


Line 
70 FOR Y%=O TO 35 STEP 5: REM First 7 Colour Bars 
80 X%?Y%X=C135-Y%/5) : REM Alpha Teletext Colours 
90 X%?CYS41)=157 : REM New Background 


100 NEXT Y%,X*% 
110 FOR X%=&7C4C TO &8000 STEP 40: REM “Last” Colour Bar 


120 ?X%=156 : REM is Black 
130 NEXT X*% 

140 PRINTTABCO,0); : REM Cursor to Top 

150 END 


B VSN6 


KR III KK IK KIRK RK IO RK IKK RK IOK KKK ERK KKK RR KK KKK KKK KK KEKE 


MEME FoRait fT 


Membership of the National User Group is normally = on 
payment of an subscription from April to March. However, 
the subscription (which was $20.00) for the 1989/90 year 


has been extended to cover the 1990/91 year as well. New 
members get all the back issues of Beeblet from the 
beginning of 1989. A local branch levy may be payable 


which entitles attendance at meetings as detailed on the 
back page. 
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USER GROUP MEETINGS 


AUCKLAND: -2nd and 3rd Wednesday of each month at Social 
Club, Auckland Hospital, Grafton Road at 7.30pm. 
Contact Theo Olifiers (Secy), phone 478-2153; Tony 
Krzyzewski (Pres), phone 267-2766. 
North Shore: -last Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm, Salvation 
Army Hall, Glenfield Road, Glenfield. 
Contact: Chris, Phone 419-0543 (wk). 


CHRISTCHURCH: -fortnightly workshops, Monday 6.30pm at Hagley 
High School. phone Michael 582-267. 

DUNED ING -first Thursday of the month. 
Contact: Martin McDowall, Phone 42-031 

HAWKES BAY: -2nd Sunday 2.30pm, fTaradale Primary School. 


Contact Ron: 444-970, John: 445-729 (librarian), 
Major: 447-729, Mitch: 85-395. 


INVERCARGILL: -Southland Education Centre, 70 Doon St. Contact 
Bob Evans, 73-050 or Lyndon McEntee (020) 87-365. 

NELSON: —Contact: Mike Rose 36387, or Richard 48489. 

PALMERSTON NORTH:-Phone Brian Knowles 79-319. 

ROTORUA: ~first Tuesday of month, Science Lab at Rotorua 
Girls High School. Contact: Joan 81-536. 

TAUPO: ~-meetings irregular. Contact: David 684-215 (¢h), 
85-214 (wk), Lou 89-309. 

TAURANGA : Contact: Chris and Jane 65-076. 

TIMARU: —Phone Lloyd van der Krogt Timaru 61-412. 

TOKOROA: ~ist Friday of month, 7.30pm, Tokoroa High School. 


Contacts: Don Fraser, 68-613 or Graeme Robertson, 
65-346 Tokoroa. 

WAIKATO: -first Monday of the month, 7.30pa, Royal NZ 
Foundation for the Blind, 51 Grey St., Hamilton. 
Contact: Lawrie 496 434, Neil 273 305. 

WELL INGTON: “usually second Wednesday, 7.30pm, Royal Society 
Lecture Theatre, Turnbull St, Thorndon. 
~Workshops: fourth Tuesday of month, other 
details: ph. Don 848-235 or Mike 785-437. 

OTHER CENTRES: -let us know and we will publish details here. 


BEEBLET 

PUBLISHED: —dependent upon contributions, mailed to financial 
members. A final decision regarding a particular 
issue is based on the material on hand on the 
fifteenth day of the month prior to publication. 

CONTRIBUTIONS: -most welcome. Listings should be sent in on tape or 
disc. (Tape - 2 copies, one at 300 baud please). 
Please include written explanation of listing; text 
and graphics only material welcome too. 

ADVERTISING: “No fixed charge is made for advertising. Supply 
camera ready, deadlines as above. 


Copyright (c) BBC/ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP OF NZ INC. 
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